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Wildlife Regulations: State of California 
 
Wildlife may only be possessed pursuant to regulations set by the Fish and Game Code and the 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14. Section 2118 
 
Website: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=fgc&group=02001-
03000&file=2116-2127 
 
If animals are trapped under the authority of a trapping license they are to be killed. Any company 
that traps "nuisance" wildlife is required to follow the trapping regulations and their trappers are to 
be licensed by the Department of Fish and Game.  
 
Fish and Game contact information: 
 
Fish and Game dispatch at 916-445-0380. 
 
Fish and Game Office  
1701 Nimbus Road 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
(916) 358-2900 
 
California regulations:  
Fish and Game Code 
Section 2000.  It is unlawful to take any bird, mammal, fish, reptile, or 
amphibian except as provided in this code or regulations made 
pursuant thereto. Possession of a bird, mammal, fish, or reptile or 
parts thereof in or on the fields, forests, or waters of this state, 
or while returning therefrom with fishing or hunting equipment is 
prima facie evidence the possessor took the bird, mammal, fish or 
reptile or parts thereof. 
 
Section 2002. It is unlawful to possess any bird, mammal, fish, reptile, or 
amphibian, or parts thereof, taken in violation of any of the 
provisions of this code, or of any regulation made under it. 
 
Section 2118. It is unlawful to import, transport, possess, or release 
alive into this state, except under a revocable, nontransferable 
permit as provided in this chapter and the regulations pertaining 
thereto, any wild animal of the following species: 
(a) through (i) list the animals 
 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14 
Section 251.5. Game Birds, Game Mammals, Furbearers and Nongame Animals, Possession Of.  
(a) Migratory game birds may not be held beyond the period provided by the federal regulations and 
in accordance with the daily bag and possession limits prescribed by these regulations. (See section 
500.)  
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(b) Live mountain lions may be possessed only under terms of a permit issued by the Department 
pursuant to section 2150 of the Fish and Game Code or if the owner can demonstrate that the 
mountain lion was in his/her possession on or before June 6, 1990 under a permit issued pursuant to 
section 3200 of said code.  
(c) Every game bird, game mammal, furbearer or nongame animal taken under the authority of a 
hunting or trapping license and reduced to possession by the hunter or trapper shall be immediately 
killed and become a part of the daily bag limit.  


